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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

DISTRICT 212’S FIRST WRITERS WEEK DEEMED A SUCCESS 

 

“It was awesome.”  

“Really cool.” 

“I liked the performance poet.” 

 

That’s what Leyden students had to say about District 212’s first Writers Week, a program 

created to showcase writers and encourage the art of self-expression. If you take the students at 

their word, the event was a success. 

 

Held in mid-January, the three-day marathon featured professional writers, plus staff and student 

writers.  The participants presented a collage of original work including newspaper clips, 

autobiographical stories, poetry, and musical theatrical performances designed to inspire 

audience members.    

 

Modeled after programs at area high schools, Writers Week became a reality under the direction 

of John Rossi, Leyden’s English department chairperson. “I thought the event would be another 

extraordinary educational experience for our students and a unique opportunity to hear 

professional, staff and student writers share their stories,” Rossi recalls.  “All students and staff 

were invited to experience the event with the goal of making us more connected to each other 

and expressing our own voices.” 

 

Eleven professionals, including novelists, journalists, performance poets, filmmakers, 

songwriters and radio personalities visited both campuses to talk about and demonstrate their 

craft.  Presenters included Arthur Arkush, editor, Pro Football Weekly; Sierra DeMulder, 

performance poet; Kat Falls, young adult novelist; Kevin Andrew Prchal, songwriter and 

musician; and Alejandra Volera, writer and filmmaker. 

 

In addition, and “more importantly”, Rossi notes, about a dozen staff members and more than 30 

students from each campus presented their original works.  “This is where the magic of Writers 

Week came to life.  We heard from and connected with those who make-up our Leyden family.  



Participants talked about their own progress as writers and read selections of their work,” he 

says.  

 

Encouraged by the positive response from students and staff, Rossi says he hopes “to make 

Writers Week a powerful tradition for years to come.  It was a rewarding experience for 

everyone involved.” 
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